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Welcome to Salzburg!
 
It is now a great pleasure to welcome you to our 4th Hands-on Course on Advanced 
Techniques and Surgical Skills in Salzburg / Austria.
 
This course aims to train spine surgeons in advanced surgical techniques and in-
depth knowledge required to tailor treatment strategies in the presence of patients 
suffering from complex cervical disorders resulting from progressive degeneration, 
trauma and infection or tumor, as well as congenital anomalies and cervical spine 
deformity.
 
The course will combine lectures and detailed hands-on surgical instructions. The 
Faculty - all highly experienced CSRS-Europe Board members and Guests- will present 
lectures on different topics cervical spine surgeons face when treating complex 
cases. 

After half a day of expert lectures and peer-to-peer discussions on Thursday after-
noon, there will be the chance to share experiences and meet old and new friends at 
the Course Dinner at a traditionnal Salzbuger restaurant.

Friday will be reserved for the hands-on training at the Institute for Anatomy of the 
Paracelsus Medical University Salzburg. Besides the possibility for all participants to 
practice the new theoretical knowledge they have gained; experts will demonstrate 
advanced techniques at show stations - a great chance to observe valuable tricks and 
learn dos and don’ts firsthand.

Do not miss the opportunity to expand your knowledge and improve your skills!

Michael Mayer, Salzburg
Course Chairman

Heiko Koller, Bad Abbach
Course Co-Chairman

WELCOME TO SALZBURG
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CSRS-E Board members
Andrès Combalia, Spain
Heiko Koller, Germany
Michael Mayer, Austria
Petr Vachata, Czech Republic

Invited Faculty
Sebastian Decker, Germany  
Sebastian Hartmann, Austria 
Anton Kathrein, Austria 
Jörg Klekamp, Germany 
Sandro Krieg, Germany 
Nicola Marengo, Italy
Robert Morrison, Germany 
Bastian Storzer, Germany
Georg Wagenhofer, Austria

Michael Mayer, Salzburg, Austria
Course Chairman

FACULTY

Heiko Koller, Bad Abbach, Germany
Course Co-Chairman
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COURSE PROGRAM

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2027
Paracelsus Medizinische Privatuniversität, Salzburg

14:00 Participants registration

14:30 Welcome
Michael Mayer, Heiko Koller

14:35 Introduction of CSRS-Europe
Andrés Combalia

14:50 Surgical approach to cervical spine deformity: Instrumentation and pitfalls 
in cervical deformities
Heiko Koller

15:10 Navigation & auxiliary techniques for instrumentation of the cervical spine
Nicola Marengo

15:30 Balanced approach to cervical myelopathy: When anterior, when posterior and when combined 
makes sense?
Sandro Krieg

15:50 Break and refreshment

16:30 Cranial-cervical instrumentation:  Techniques & pitfalls — C1 & C2 instrumentation & release 
techniques
Petr Vachata

16:50 Anterior subaxial cervical approach: Surgical techniques for anterior release, corpectomy & 
decompression
Michael Mayer

17:10 Break and refreshment

17:40 Treatment of cervical spine destruction: Standards for infection and tumor
Sebastian Decker

18:00 Tackling Cervical CSF leakages: Diagnosis and treatment
Jörg Klekamp

18:20 Conclusion 
Michael Mayer, Heiko Koller

18:45 Adjourn 

19:00 Course Dinner
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COURSE PROGRAM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2027
Paracelsus Medizinische Privatuniversität, Salzburg

08:30 Meeting in front of the Paracelsus Medizinische Privatuniversität, Haus D, Ground Floor, HS 1  

08:45 Posterior sub-axial instrumentation: Lateral mass, lamina, and pedicle screw fixation & bailout
techniques
Sebastian Hartmann

09:00 Cranio-cervical Trauma: Strategies for fractures and disco-ligamentous instabilities
Petr Vachata

09:15 FIRST PRACTICAL: Anterior cervical approach, vertebral artery exposure & 
corpectomy, high antero-lateral cervical approach to C1-C2
all

10:45 Coffee break 

11:00 Preventing and treating dysphagia after cervical spine surgery
Bastian Storzer

11:15 C5 Palsy: Causes, management, and prevention
Robert Morrison

11:30 SECOND PRACTICAL: Anatomical approach C0-2, midline and postero-lateral, instrumentation 
C0-C1-C2, release & osteotomy C1-C2   
all

13:00 Lunch

14:15 THIRD PRACTICAL: C3 - T4 posterior techniques: Laminectomy & laminoplasty, lateral
mass, lamina & pedicle screw fixation, cervical release & osteotomies, dura suture techniques
all

17:00 Adjourn
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Organisation
Catherine Antonetti	
E-Mail: info@csrs-europe.org

Compliance
EthicalMedTech Europe  has declared this event 
COMPLIANT (EMT-25-06184)

Registration fee: 990 Euros
Included in the course fee is course materials, full 
access to cadaveric dissection sessions, light refresh-
ments, a lunch and a course dinner. Accommodation is 
NOT included.

Venue
Course venue
Paracelsus Medizinische Privatuniversität
Haus D, Ground Floor, HS 1  
Strubergasse 15  
5020 Salzburg, Austria

Course dinner February 4, 2026
PitterKeller 
Rainerstrasse 6 
Ecke Auerspergstraße, 
5020 Salzburg
https://imlauer.com/pitterkeller/?lang=en

Language: English

Event Website

EVENT ORGANISATION

Cervical Spine Society Research-Europe
Lifford Hall, Lifford Lane
B30 3JN Birmingham
Great Britain
www.csrs-europe.org

The CSRS-E is VAT exempt.
UK Company Registration Number: 5373700 
UK Charity Registration Number: 1113267
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Intellectual property
Event materials, presentations, and case studies are the intellectual property of the event faculty.  
All rights are reserved.
Recording, photographing, or copying lectures, practical exercises, case discussions, or any event 
materials is strictly forbidden. 
The CSRS-E reserves the right to film, photograph, and audio record during its events. Participants 
must understand that in this context they may appear in these recorded materials. The CSRS-E as-
sumes participants agree that these recorded materials may be used for the CSRS-E’s marketing 
and other purposes, and that they may be made available to the public. 

Security
Wearing of a name tag is compulsory during lectures, workshops, and group discussions.

No Insurance 
The event organization does not take out insurance to cover any individual against accident, 
theft, or other risks. 

Use of mobile phones 
Use of mobile phones is not permitted in the lecture halls or in other rooms during educational 
activities. Please be considerate of others by turning off your mobile phone.

Sponsors
We thank our sponsors for the unrestricted educational grants and in-kind support, without which 
the course could not take place.

Acknowledgement 
„The CSRS-E sincerely thanks those who donated their bodies to science so that anatomical re-
search could be performed. Results from such research can potentially increase mankind‘s overall 
knowledge that can then improve patient care. Therefore, these donors and their families deserve 
our highest gratitude.“ Iwanaga, Joe, et al. Clinical Anatomy, 34(1) 2-4, 2021.




